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[Abstract]

The Metaphors of Net of Dharma(Dharma-jala) in Buddhist Tripitaka
Concerning Historical Origin & Philosophical Wisdom of Net of Law in
East Asian Legal Culture

Kim, Jisu®

The metaphors of the net of dharma(dharma-jala) has a tradition of thousands of
years in Buddhist Tripitaka. This article studies it esp. concerning historical origin &
philosophical wisdoms of net of law in east asian legal culture.

This study adopts an inductive method of corpus analysis with historical research
by referring Buddhist Tripitaka records. So readers may be bored by the
monotonous development of work, but would be recommended for reminding that
tastelessness implies all tastes.

Firstly, this work represents a summary of metaphors of the net of dharma in
Buddhist Tripitaka by a chart. Secondly, it researches the net of dharma in Chinese
translations of Buddhist Sutra, Chinese commentaries, and the Buddhist priesthoods
& analects of great monks. Thirdly, it investigates implications of net of dharma
through Chinese commentaries on ‘Brahma-jala’(3#8: pure net). Fourthly, it looks
into the metaphors of the net of dharma in Amitabhavytha-siatra & its Chinese
commentaries. Fifthly, it traces some byname of the net of dharma, namely the net
of Buddha's teachings and the net of monks and so forth.

In conclusion, this study may be rewarded with good fruits that the metaphor of
the secular net of law would be able to extend and deepen its implications to saving
mankind from the sea of life and death. So the spiritual wisdoms of the net of law
in east asian may be uplifted by the metaphor of the net of dharma. It is wishable
that the wisdom in the metaphor of the net of dharma would be invaluable reference
& help to the critical development of our present legal system & culture.

Key words: Net, Law, Net of Law, Net of Dharma, Buddhist Tripitaka,
Metaphor, History & Philosophy.

* Prof. of Law School, Chonnam National University. Major in Asian Traditional Legal
Philosophy.
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